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terests were inherently opposed. This the Finns fully
recognized. While it had never been overlooked by the
United States, this fundamental certainly had not been
agitated because of America's immense liking for the Finns,
our respect for the integrity of President Ryti's Govern-
ment, and our hopefulness that the situation would some-
how dissolve. If the Finnish Government wanted the view
of an American friend on the spot, it would have to be that
a new step in important assurances was clearly due from
Finland. Actually it was overdue, and especially so because
their hands were really clean, if they would only show them.
In the midst of this problem, and in the anxious days
while the Finnish answer to Mr. Hull's notes was being
drafted and redrafted time and again, the British Broad-
casting Company's evening news from London on November
i announced that Moscow was urging London to declare
war on Finland. This official broadcast further included the
implication that England expected to do so at once. Supple-
menting this, a leading editorial in the November 6 London
Times, entitled " Hitler's Satellites," was impatient. It
made very distasteful reading in Helsinki when it was
privately wirelessed there, via Stockholm, that afternoon.
It pressed the British Government to " proceed " at once.
This manoeuvre came at the worst possible period. Pre-
sident Ryti and Prime Minister Rangell were struggling
with the American matter. The " advance " on the Russian
front had become merely a consolidation. But Marshal
Mannerheim did not want the Government to say so for
military reasons. The Russians were still holding out at
Hango, threatening the entire Gulf of Finland in the island
fort they seized from the Finns in the winter war. Foreign
Minister Christian Gunther of Sweden was explaining that
home emergencies made it difficult to send any more food
to Finland. The Government had its Russian problem, a
German problem, an American problem, and a British
problem at the same time.
If England declared war, Finland would be immediately
forced into a permanent alliance with Germany, come what
may. Instead of Finland being somehow assisted in her
determination and her careful plans, dedicated to being rid
of any German entanglement as soon as militarily possible,